NP
SRELLUSATI L,

BIOGRAPHY OF M.C. ESCHER

Maurits Comelis Escher (1898-1972) i one
of the world's most famous graphic artists.
His art is enjoverd by millions of people ll
over the world, as can be sean on the
many web sites on the internet.

SKY & WATER T Woodcut

ASCENDING AND  He is most famous for his so-cailed
DESCENDING  jmpossible struclures, such as Ascendling
and Descanding, Relativity, his
Transformation Prints, such as
Metamorphosis I, Metamorphosis L1 and
Metamorphosis 111, Sky & Water [ or
Repliles. :

But he also made some wonderful, more  §
realistic work during the time he lived and -
traveled in Ttaly,

Castrovalva for example, where one
already can see Escher's fascination for
high and low, close by and far away. The
CASTROVALVA lithagraph Atrani, a sma_ll town on the
Lithograph, February AMalfl Coast was made in 1931, but comes
1830 back for example, In his masterpiece
Metamorphosis 1 and II
M.C. Escher, during his lifetime, made 448
lithagraphs, woodcuts and wood
engravings and over 2000 drawings and
sketches, Like some of his famous
predecessars, - Michelangelo, aonardo da
Vinei, Diirer ahd Holbein-, M.C. Escher was
left-handed.

e T e el Apart from being a grephic artist, M.C.
Fscher illustrated books, designed -

METAMORPHOSIE tanastries; postage stamps and murals. He
was bomn in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands,
as the fourth and youngest son of a civil
engineer. After 5 years the family moved
to Arnhem where Escher spent most of his
youth. After failing his high school exams,
Maurits ultimately was enrolled in the
School for Architecture and Decarative Arts
in Haarlem



Aftar only one weel, he informeel his
father that ke would rather siudy graphic
art instead of architecture, as he had
shown.his drawings and linoleum cuts to
his ginp!uc teacher Samuel Jessurun de
Mesquita, who encouraged him to conlinue
Wi Lh grapluc arls.

After ﬁn_ishfng school, he travelad
extansively through Italy, where he met
hig wife Jetta Umiker, whom he mariied in
19'2 They settlad in Rome, where thay
Jtaycd Tntll 1935, During these 11 years,
Escher would travel each vear throughout  STREET IN SCANNC, ABBRUZL
Tealy, drawing and sketching for the -
various prints he would make when he
returned home.

Many of these sketches ne would later use
far various other lithographs and/or ,
woodcuts and wood engravings, for
exarmple the background in the lithograph

1 Waterfall stems from his Italian period, or

' the trees reflecting in the woodcut. Puddle,
whiich'are the same treas Pscher used in
E‘ARBAM“U’CIMINO his woodcut "Pineta of Calvi", which he
mage in 1932,

M.C. Escher became fascinated by the
regular Division of the Plane, when he first
visited the Alhambra, & fourteen century
Maorish castle in Granada, Spain In 1922,

PLUETA OF CALVT

During the years in Switzeriand and
througheut the Second World War, he
vigorausly pursued his hobby, by drawing
62 of the tofal of 137 Regular Division
Drawings he would make in his lifetime,

He would extend his passion for the
Reguiar Division of the Plane, by using
some of his drawings as the basis for yet
another holbiby, carving beech wood
sphares.

He played with architecture, perspective o
and impassible spaces. His art continues to I
amaze and wander millions of people all SYMMETRY NO.20
ovar the world, In his work we recognize ' )
SYMMETRY N©. 45 hig keen observation of the world around

us and the expressions of his own

fantasies. M.C. Escher shows us that

“reaiity is wondraus, comprehensibie and

fascinating.
Source:  http/Awww.neescher.com/




M.C, Escher

Born: Died:;

Birthpiace:

Style:

Subjects Painted:

Lifestyle/Personality:




Tessellation Sketchbook Assignment

http://www lessellations.org/eschergallery2.him
Tessellations are "Repeating shapes or patterns that cover d surface without gaps
or overlaps.” In our opinion, the shapes in a tesseillation can be geometric like

squares and triangles, or shaped like animals and peopie.

Shapes that tessellate;

Tricngles
Squares
Hexagons
Pentagons

Assignment

Using the square create o fessellation for your sketchbook. Each design should
have added details to make the form look like a real life object, person, or
animal. Make the images switch colors as you iessellqte them. Be crectivel No

bulfeﬁhes apples cores, or flowers,
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